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It Should Be All About the Kids, Not Politics
by Greg Riley 
News Editor
They are innocent, precious, adorable 
and are the future. If we don’t adhere to 
the needs of children, who will? That is a 
good question and it is raised over and 
over. This time the issue at hand is the 
CSUMB’s Childcare Center, which is 
operated by Children’s Services 
International (CSI), whose administrative 
offices are located in Salinas, but provide 
care throughout Monterey County.
"I care for three children 
each day. At the frequent 
absence of the site 
supervisor, I take care of 
her two children as well, 
...it's just too much." 
-Cara, Care giver at
CSUMB's childcare center
Recently, there have been some rumors 
circulating that the center may possibly 
close. When asked if this was the case, 




It’s five weeks into the semester and just 
as students are getting accustomed to 
where they are now, it’s not too soon for 
them to start thinking about where they’ll 
be next year, or in the years to come.
For students who have graduate or pro­
fessional schools on their minds or in their 
future plans, now is the time to get the 
information and applications needed. If 
students desire a master’s degree or a 
Ph.D., then Graduate school is the next 
step, after graduating from CSUMB.
There are several resources available on 
campus that offer guidance and assistance, 
and what follows is some general informa­
tion on where to go and how to get started.
First of all, when thinking about 
Graduate school, a student should narrow 
down their field of possible choices of 
schools to attend. When, some potential 
universities have been chosen, the next 
best thing is to write or contact the schools 
directly for specific deadlines, individual 
requirements, and particular programs that
she hopes that it won’t because there is too 
much of a need for childcare for CSUMB’s 
students’ children.
Vincent Montgomery, the Interim 
Coordinator of Childcare Services, affirms 
that CSUMB currently plans on renewing 
the contract with CSI. Montgomery 
acknowledges that there are disagree­
ments between CSI and the parents.
Montgomery said that CSUMB’s posi­
tion is that "if CSI is not there CSUMB is 
in trouble."
To help curb the potential problems asso­
ciated with an absence of CSI, CSUMB is 
establishing an advisory board that will be 
responsible for coming up with alternative 
childcare. One possible alternative, 
according to Montgomery, is to activate a 
baby sitter roster.
Presently, there are 190 requests from 
students, faculty and staff for childcare. 
There is only room for 42 children at the 
center. Montgomery said that students are 
the first priority on the list followed by fac­
ulty and staff.
Parents feel mixed about the care given 
by CSI.
Mary Littlefield said, "I would like to see 
it stay open, but things need to change. 
They need to get rid of Children’s Services 
International."
Mary Littlefield is one CSUMB student who has found alternative chidcare
Littlefield took her son out of the facility 
in August because she "was unhappy with 
a number of things that CSI was doing."
Littlefield commented, "First they fired 
the woman who was in charge for trying to 





college. It can 
be just as 




M a r d e n , a 
Liberal Studies 
senior, said she 
feels that the 
approaching 
GRE she will 
take in October 
is "scary" and it
is as if her "future lies at the end of that #2 
pencil," she said.
Although an entrance exam can seem 
overwhelming and crucial, there are many 
books and resources with advice and tests 
to practice with. It is important to remem­
ber other factors that can be just as vital, 
such as academics, work experience, and 
recommendations. Test scores are not the 
only key to helping a person get into the 
school they desire.
There are some other readiness exams 
that are given prior to entering particular 
types of graduate programs. One of these 
is the Graduate Management Admission 
Test (GMAT), which is for schools of busi-
Photo by Alex Littlefield, 
dren. They then hired a woman who was a 
temp caregiver." She continued, "This 
woman, when watching my child on more 
than one occasion would ask, ‘is he always 
this fussy?’" _____________________
continued on page 7
ness and management. There is also, the 
Law School Admissions Tests (LS AT) for 
law schools, and the Medical College 
Admission Test (MCAT), and the 
California Basic Educational Skills Tests 
(CBEST) which is required to obtain 
teaching credentials.
Tatum Villa, a recent CSUMB graduate, 
just successfully completed the CBEST 
and said it was "such a thrill to pass an 
exam that was so overwhelming to me, but 
I know it is going to help me on my way to 
achieving my dream of becoming a 
teacher."
It is important to be aware of which test 
continued on page 7
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they possess.
These tend to differ from one school to 
another, so it is important to be aware of 
what they are. The Career Development 
Center (CDC) located in building 44, has 
phone numbers and contact addresses for 
many schools. If possible, it is a good idea 
to visit the schools and speak directly to 
someone in a chosen area of interest.
Secondly, information on the particular 
type of examination that is required of cer­
tain degree programs and types of schools 
is crucial. There are many types of exams 
given that evaluate potential students and 
determine their acceptance and placement.
The most common of these exams is the 
Graduate Record Examination (GRE). It is 
a general test that measures an individual’s 
knowledge in the areas of verbal skills, 
quantitative skills, and analytical reason­
ing. There is also a component of the GRE 
that tests only in particular subject areas. 
The GRE currently costs $96.00 and is 
available to take in either a written or com­
puterized form. Also, the CDC has 
information on fee waivers, 
which are available to eligible 
students.
These tests are offered several 
times a year, locally at 
Monterey Peninsula College, 
and also at San Jose State.
The GRE is thought of by 
many students as similar to the
Test Dates for the 1998-99 GRE:
November 7, 1998
December 12, 1998 (subject tests only) 
April 10, 1999
A brief guideline to help potential 
graduate students on their way........
For Juniors:
This Fall and Spring
• Start investigating 
schools of interest
• Learn admission require 
ments
• Think about taking an 
entrance exam
• Start researching final 
cial aid options




• Start writing application 





• Take necessary entrance 
exams
• Submit Completed appli- 
cations
Next Spring
• Apply for financial aid (if 
desired) at particular 
schools
• Verify that the school had 
received your applications 
and that it was complete
• Send thank you notes to 
those who gave you refer- 




A brown plume of smoke curled up 
towards the sun as a group of concerned 
students waited for the start of a tour of 
CSUMB’s Superfund cleanup sites.
It was smoke from the latest controlled 
bum reminding students that we attend 
school on a highly unusual campus. 
According to the Fort Ord Restoration 
Advisory Board (RAB), in 1990 Fort Ord 
was listed by the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) as a Superfund 
cleanup site from "fence line to fence line" 
-all 28,000 acres.
In 1985 the International Technology 
Corporation (IT) was contracted to work 
directly with the Army as the "total envi­
ronmental restoration controller."
Today, said David Eisen of IT, "we are 
85% complete, most sites are done."
Eisen led the tour, starting with a visit to 
the landfill Areas B-F located south of 
Imjim Road, which are being treated for 
contaminated groundwater in the upper 
aquifer.
"The main toxins in the landfill are TCE 
[trichloroethene] and its breakdown prod­
ucts, like monochloride and percoethene. 
This is standard household waste. TCE 
seemed to be the prevalent solvent of 
choice worldwide during the fifties," said 
Eisen. He pointed out that, "Fort Ord was 
the largest post worldwide. It was like a 
city."
These landfills were like typical dumps. 
Before people were aware of the danger­
ous effects of dumping toxins directly into 
the ground with no protective barriers for 
the aquifer underneath, it was a regular 
phenomenon.
"You’re looking at landfills throughout 
the state with 50 to 300 parts per billion 
(ppb) of TCE in 90 percent of them. None 
of these have a bottom liner, they were not 
required at that time." Most of Fort Ord’s 
contamination is here. The highest level of 
TCE in the landfill areas is ten ppb.
The cleanup is a two-step process. 
Already, waste and contaminated soil has 
been removed from the 25 acre Area A 
landfill, which is snuggled next to 
Abrahms housing north of Imjim, to the 
remaining landfills.
"Area A will be used as a city park of 
Marina, and Abrahms housing will be pro­
vided to the city of Marina, who will rent it 
out," Eisen continued to say that the hous­
ing has not been in use since 1994, when 
seven families were removed from three 
units on Rodríguez Court because high 
levels of contamination were discovered 
underneath. Those units have since been 
removed.
The native habitat at the site is being 
restored as ground cover on all landfill 
areas to protect people from exposure to 
buried waste, and the aquifer from further 
contamination. But there will be "no trees 
or deep-root system that might puncture 
the geomembrane," Eisen said, referring to 
a 60 ml, impermeable polyethylene cap 
buried only two feet underground, directly 
under the restored habitat.
When asked how long the thin cap would 
last, Eisen replied, "it supposedly lasts for­
ever. That means we have to check it and 
maintain it forever. We can give that job to 
somebody else to do, in all respect though, 
we don’t see anyone saying, ‘please can 
we take your landfill?”
Of the second step, Eisen said, "We are 
basically recycling the water."
The groundwater in the two uppermost 
aquifer is pumped through a series of wells 
and treatment plants and discharged with a 
contamination level of less than 0.5ppb, 
"ten times lower than the Federal and State 
cleanup level," notes Eisen.
Officially, this water meets California 
drinking standards, even though it is not 
part of the drinking supply.
In any case, students have no need to 
worry about their drinking water, assured 
Eisen. It is pumped from the 400 ft 
aquifer, which is blocked from the ground- 
water by a natural flint silt barrier. The 
drinking water wells are far from the land­
fill site, and the water is subject to all 
federal, state, and local regulations. It is 
tested regularly and the results are avail­
able to the public.
The second site on the tour was the cont­
aminated plume (concentration) near the 
12th street HWY 1 entrance. Here, Eisen 
said, "not only do we have contaminated 
waste, but saltwater intrusion," which is 
very corrosive, making cleanup difficult. 
The groundwater in the area moves natu­
rally toward the ocean and, according to 
Eisen, "comes out in the surf zone, is 
churned and aerated," so that the toxins 
dissipate.
In response to concerns about surfers and 
swimmers, the students were informed 
that "this (Fort Ord) is one of the most haz­
ardous beaches on the coast...You don’t 
surf, kayak, touch that area. There are rip­
tides every twenty feet." This is a 
fortunate coincidence, because in this area 
IT has discovered an unusual TCE plume 
of 400 ppb. Here Eisen emphasized, "We 
have some really bad problems we’re try­
ing to address. We’re looking at 30, 40, 
50, years ago, when this was all legal. Up 
until 1985 there was no regulation. We’re 
in a whole new era, right now we’re liter­
ally cleaning up all of our sins."
Joining the tour were three students from 
a Teledramatic Arts & Technology (TAT) 
Service Learning class. Dana Marsh, Dan 
Davis, and John Henderson were inter­
viewing and recording the tour for a 
community awareness project. They will 
create a radio program to be broadcast on 
October 8th on 90.3 KAZU.
Concerned Otters are also welcome to 
find out information on all aspects of base 
cleanup, including unexploded ordinances 
and dune restoration by checking out the 
monthly RAB meetings. The next one is 
on October 13, at 6:30 p.m. in the Gold 
Room, Stilwell Community Center 
(Building 4260, Intersection of North 
South and Gigling Roads).
Either of these will help inform you 
before the Student Voice Superfund Forum 
on October 26 at noon in the Meeting 
House. This is a panel discussion with rep­
resentatives from the EPA, Fort Ord 
Toxins Project, Army Environmental 
office, Fort Ord Reuse Authority (FORA), 
Arc Ecology, Department of Toxic 
Substance Control (DTSC), and CSUMB. 
All members of the community are invited 
to discover for themselves the facts about 
our peculiar institution.
Anyone with further questions regarding 
environmental cleanup is encouraged to 
contact Community Relations POC Lyle 
Shurtleff at (831) 393-9691 or cqc@red- 
shift.com. Any questions regarding the 
Superfund Forum can be directed to 
Student Voice representative Matt 
Kritscher at 582-4070.
Photo by Lake Sachtleben
“The good, the bad, and the ugly... ” 
was the low down from David 
Eisen, International Technologies.
Who’s That Kid?
Keeping kids safe in an unsafe world
By Deborah Gadson
Many parents do not have complete 
information to give the police in the event 
that their child can not be located. Often 
many houses are filled with pictures of 
family members but other identifying fea­
tures are unavailable.
Should a child be labeled "missing" 
there needs to be something other than 
just a picture to assist the police in locat­
ing the child. Information such as 
birthmarks or other unique scars or fea­
tures, the child’s current age, weight and 
height are very beneficial to an investiga­
tion.
Today, with the heightened awareness of 
child abduction, many organizations have 
come up with ways to identify our 
nation’s children. October has been 
declared "Crime Prevention" Month. Our 
campus police department will be admin­
istering child identifying passports free of 
charge in the Salinas Northridge Mall as 
one of the events that will be taking place 
during the month of October.
Daniele Roth, our campus Public Safety 
Assistant states, "I recommend that par­
ents have their child fingerprinted 
periodically, once a year or maybe every 
six months."
The Department of Motor Vehicles has 
an Identification card that is available to 
anyone who can show verification of 
birth.
"A passport, military I.D. card, birth cer­
tificate, any valid document and a social 
security number and we will make a 
card," stated Alethia, a DMV field repre­
sentative. A picture and a thumbprint are 
taken. The cost is $6.00 per card.
There is also DNA fingerprinting which 
is highly endorsed by law officials and 
John Walsh from America’s Most Wanted. 
This method is believed to be a tremen­
dous advance over fingerprints and 
footprints alone. Information about this
method can be obtained by contacting 
hfox@xi-usa.com. The cost is $9.00.
Along with the education your child 
receives in school, there is still the educa­
tion your child must learn at home in order 
to stay safe. Here is a list of suggestions 
taken from such brochures as McGruff, 
the Red Cross, the Boys and Girls Club, 
and others. They can be found around the 
community.
Teach your Child:
• Your body is Yours.
• Run! Run! Run! But not into secret 
places.
• Go to the right strangers for help. 
(Police, trusted neighbor, etc.)
• If someone grabs hold of you, Yell! 
Yell! Yell! and fight with all your might to 
get away.
• Keep telling someone what happened 
until someone listens to you.
• Don’t keep bad secrets, especially 
from your parents.
• Don’t go anywhere with anyone with­
out asking your parent first.
•Use a "Code Word"
• Learn and follow the Home Alone 
safety rules.
"It is very important that parents take 
some of the stress off of children by giv­
ing them boundaries they can live within. 
We want our children to feel good about 
themselves so I encourage parents to pro­
mote their child’s self-esteem by giving 
the child the tools they need to help them 
to feel safer within themselves," says 
Marie-Elena Garza, a Police 
Psychologist. Other suggestions Ms. 
Garza recommends to parents are:
• Have your child carry proper I.D
• Teach your child house and car safety 
rules
• Know the adults in your child’s life 
(teachers, coaches, etc.)
• Listen to your child
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Grassroots Sprouting On CSUMB
Integrated Studies Student Independently Organizes Rally For Your Roots
by Marisa Mercado
Guided by the idea of making a difference 
in this world, curious students chose to eat 




CSUMB students organize 
organic food sales by bulk.
RIGHT:
RootsKurt Gandy spoke at 
the recent Rally for your 
Roots function said the 
controlled bums on Fort 
Ord were fueled by 
developers hungry for land 
and raised concerns about 
toxins being released into 
the air from the burning of 
unexploded ordinance.
Wednesday and take part in Rally for your 
Roots: A Celebration of Community 
Organization and Democratic Participation.
For two hours, students gath­
ered to hear activist speakers 
from groups like the Fort Ord 
Toxins Project (FOTP), the 
Green Party, United Farm 
Workers, and the Monterey 
County Aids Project. They 
were also invited to register to 
vote, speak with party repre­
sentatives, plant seeds offered 
by the Hidden Valley Ranch,
send postcards to commercial growers in 
defense of field workers’ rights, and sign up 
to buy organic food in bulk from the Cloud 
Forest Institute.
This was a truly grassroots event, started 
as an independent 




"the need for com­
munication between 
individuals working 
towards like goals is 
something I've been 
aware of for a long 
while. It was my 
hope to create an 
open house, or 
forum for activists to 
unite."
The Steinbeck 
room was buzzing 
with shared informa­
tion and energy as 
participants reflect­
ed on a kaleidoscope 
of issues.
Residential Advisor Eddie Moran was 
among the many students who were 
shocked after hearing about the toxic dan­
gers present on our campus from the FOTP 
speaker.
"My education is important, but my 
health is a concern and it’s just ridiculous 
that we live here and don’t know about it 
until it’s too late," Moran said.
Passionate Green Party member, Craig 
Coffin, announced, "The ‘republicrats’ are 
selling us out...we have to take the power 
in ourselves to voice our opinion and take 
care of things."
VPA senior Drew Ready noted that, 
"activities like this are what define our 
school. Here we have the freedom to make
"My education is 
important, but my 
health is a concern 
and it’s just 
ridiculous that we 
live here and don’t 




real the ideas that we all have in our head." 
Gloria La Riva, the Peace & Freedom
Party candidate for Governor, believes that 
events like this are the most important part 
of a college education.
La Riva said that she 
felt that she was, "for­
ever in debt to the 
students who came 
before me, who broke 
the law [in the sixties] 
to create justice," and 
added, "you have to 
change the world, not 
just learn about it. 
This rally is part of 
that process to make 
the classroom relevant 
to the world." 
Although the event 
was judged "a total 
success," according to 
Democratic Party 
speaker and experi­
enced student activist 
Steve Henderson, 
many students in 
attendance voiced 
concern about apathy on campus. Upon 
reflection, Burnstad remarked, "Putting 
together this event really made me realize 
that you can really only hope to enlighten 
yourself. For others to hear and become 
aware will require that curiosity to already 
exist within them. Unfortunately the 
majority of people are content to let the 
world happen until something is in their 
face hurting them. And even then some still 
don't act! I was so happy to see and learn 
from the activists that shared at the Rally; it 
helps me to regain strength to keep up the 
struggle."








by Megan Wong 
Opinions Editor
The National Coalition Building Institute 
visited CSUMB Saturday September 26, 
1998 and hosted, "Creative Collaboration: 
A Leadership Development Conference."
The conference was attended by leaders 
and student representatives from various 
on-campus organizations. The conference 
was lead by five NCBI representatives.
The NCBI team guided the group through 
an intense seven hour group session on 
how to welcome diversity and effectively 
solve intergroup conflicts. The NCBI team 
included LaVerne Baker Leyva, the 
President of NCBI in Monterey County, 
CSUMB Personal Growth counselors 
Lynne White Dixon and Caroline Haskell, 
Sue Parris, the NCBI Associate/Director, 
and Gabrielle Brooks a Seaside High 
School NCBI affiliate.
The conference started out with introduc­
tions and various "get to know you" 
techniques. Partner activities were used in 
getting the group acquainted with listening 
and speaking techniques. During the part-
Creative Collaboration Conference 
attendee gets psyched up between 
workshops  Photo by James Green
ner sessions students were encouraged to 
share personal stories with each other in 
order to learn how to communicate more 
effectively through both listening and shar­
ing. All information shared by the group 
were respected and held confidential.
Later in the day the group moved into 
Leadership Principles for welcoming 
diversity in which the students learned how 
to identify and deal with misinformation 
about different groups.
After these leadership skills were brought 
to attention and put to use, the group moved 
into discussing controversial issues. 
Leaders within the group put their empath­
ic listening skills into action and discussed 
an issue controversial to the group.
The object was to find a medium ground 
where both sides were effectively argued 
and a realistic resolution was conceived. 
The group was successful and all left the 
room with a better understanding of con­
flict and each other.
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EDITORIAL:
Don’t Forget the “Little People”
As students we are under a lot of stress; 
getting papers done, getting to meetings, 
getting to work and taking care of all our 
commitments. For many students, faculty 
and staff on this campus they also have the 
added responsibility of being parents to 
small children.
The question has been raised whether or 
not the day care center will be continuing 
past November 15th. Some parents ques­
tion whether or not CSUMB should renew 
their contract with CSI.
November 15th is fast approaching and 
parents are becoming more and more ner­
vous about the fate of the center. Some 
parents have already opted to take their 
children out and found child care alterna­
tives.
It is important to recognize that CSUMB 
has offered an important aspect to our cam­
pus by providing child care on campus for 
little or no cost. It is everyone’s main con­
cern that the center is run and organized by 
capable, trustworthy people.
If you have any questions, personal or 
of the school, you may send them in con­
fidence to: dear_thea@monterey.edu or 
through first class by typing "dear thea. ”
At this time the center is contracted out to 
an organization which is responsible for the 
well-being of the little people in the 
CSUMB community. Along with this won­
derful opportunity for child care on 
campus, it is also important for our commu­
nity to be aware of the happenings of this 
center. We need to pay attention to whether 
or not the littlest people in our community 
are being provided with the best care 
providers and the best contractors who keep 
the needs of the children in mind.
If the parents do not feel comfortable with 
their child’s well being, it is going to affect 
everything they do as a student, teacher or 
staff member. For all of us on this campus 
who are parents and also those of us who 
are not, we need to recognize and pay atten­
tion to the needs of the small children here 
at CSUMB. If those needs are not being 
met, then we need to explore other ways of 
keeping the center open and help reduce the 
stress of the parents on this campus.
ons in her life. That’s not really what I 
meant when I asked her that. I was just 
saying, "hello" really. How can I make 
her stop telling me her life’s problems? 
.... Signed: Bored with her stories.
Dear Readers,
The Otter Realm is a college newspaper; 
organized, staffed and produced by stu­
dents to provide news and information for 
the entire college community. However, 
one of our main goals as a class and as a 
club is to provide a learning environment 
which allows students the opportunity to 
learn about how to run a newspaper. This 
includes writing, reporting, photography, 
editing, advertising and production with 
the Otter Realm newspaper as our learning 
device.
Along with acquiring the knowledge to 
produce our own newspaper for the 
CSUMB community, we also learn how to 
critique our own work and critically ana­
lyze the newspaper as a whole. In 
following with the CSUMB vision state­
ment, we try to provide a cooperative 
learning environment where students help 
other students improve in different areas 
of journalism; including one on one edit­
ing sessions, editorial board meetings and 
classroom participation.
Although we would like to learn to be 
professionals and have a professionally 
run newspaper, we continue to recognize 
that the newspaper is the product of our 
learning, just as in any other class the 
product might be a research paper, a group 
presentation or a test. Unlike in a class­
room, though, is each time the paper is 
distributed, it is out there for an entire 
community to critique, not just our instruc­
tor. Each time we publish a newspaper, we 
are giving our ideas, thoughts, work and 
opinions a forum, which we hope reflect 
and interest of our entire community. We 
take pride in our work and as a staff we do
everything it takes to bring ourselves clos­
er to perfection.
Each week after the paper has been dis­
tributed, we will sit down and talk about 
the finished product, about what worked 
and what didn’t, about what we want to 
continue and what we want to improve on.
Although our first few editions may 
seem shaky and at times riddled with sim­
ple mistakes, I like to keep in mind that the 
majority of my staff has never worked on a 
newspaper before. The entire staff has 
bravely put themselves out there, in print, 
to be scrutinized by three thousand people. 
I hope that the CSUMB community can 
understand what it is like to try something 
new and will take this into consideration as 
you watch our paper grow and flourish, 
and sometimes take a few fall backs before 
stepping forward.
I would like to open our doors to the 
CSUMB community. Please, write letters 
to the editor in building 3712A, send e- 
mails to the Otter Realm folder on First 
Class and call our office at 582-4347 to 
give us your suggestions, criticisms and to 
also tell us what you would like to see con­
tinue.
This paper is fully ran and staffed by the 
students, but the entire CSUMB communi­
ty is welcome to submit stories and ideas 
for the benefit of our community. 
Although the newspaper is a learning envi­
ronment, it is also a place to start building 
a stronger, healthier community here at 




Dear Thea: When Tired of Closing 
my Windows asked you about a problem 
they were having with noisy neighbors 
you told them to ask the neighbor to be 
quiet and then if it continued, to contact 
their RA. From my experience, the RA’s 
don’t do anything but inform the neigh­
bor that a complaint has been reported 
and then they ask the neighbor to be 
quiet too. That’s not much help for the 
really obnoxious neighbor who continue 
to make noise. Is there anything else
that can be done?.... Signed: Prefer the
noise to STOP.
Dear Prefer the Noise to STOP: Yes 
there is something else that can be done. 
If you have asked you neighbor to be 
quiet and you have reported it to your 
RA and they still persist, then the next 
step would be to call the police and 
report them. The police non-emergency 
number is 655-0268. Next would be to 
report them to FOAM. Let FOAM 
know that you have asked the neighbor 
politely, talked to an RA and called the 
police. There is a noise policy in resi­
dential housing and if the policy is not 
followed, a person can be asked to 
move.
Dear Thea: I have this friend and 
every time I ask her, "How are you?" she 
insist on telling me all the dreary going
Dear Bored with her stories: Next 
time you see your friend say, "Hi" and 
then proceed into a topic that does not 
require a short autobiography. You can 
also say, "I didn’t literally mean for you 
to tell me how you were, but maybe later 
we can talk about it." Idioms are deceit­
ful. Some people think you mean what 
you say. Maybe you will need to focus 
more on saying what you mean.
Dear Thea: Is there some kind of law 
that says people can’t bring their ani­
mals to class? I really dislike coming to 
class and finding there is a bird sitting on 
one students shoulder dropping poop all 
over the floor or a dog roaming around 
the classroom sniffing everyone. I 
sometimes don’t even want to show up 
because I don’t; want to start sneezing. 
How can you get these animal lovers to 
leave their animals outside the class­
room? ..... Signed: Allergic and
distracted
Dear Allergic and distracted: I don’t 
know if there is a law but there is an 
instructor. You can go to the instructor 
and politely let your feelings be known. 
If you are allergic, then the instructor 
needs to know this for sure. I don’t think 
animals in the classroom should be a 
reason to miss class.
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CSUMB Opinions
The purpose for the Opinions/Editorial 
page is for the Otter Realm staff and 
CSUMB community to share their 
opinions and personal views about 
local, national and universal topics, 
such topics include politics, social jus­
tice, activism, consumerism and other 
issues that may be influential or 
controversial on our campus and in 
our community.
The Editorial is written by one or more 
of the Otter Realm Editors that takes 
a view that we agree as an Editorial 
Board is an important issue on our 
campus. Usually, this correlates with 
our top news story.
The Editorial Cartoon also correlates 
to topical issues on campus.
starting at...
Relief from Stress!!!
WELCOME BACK- The Complete Back Store
Del Monte Center - 
Across from See’s Candy 
(408)658-0178
Dear Editor
I am a student at CSUMB and I have 
lived in the Res. Halls for two years now. 
I seems like every year Housing gets 
worse and worse. They train their resi­
dent advisors to be guard dogs. 
Everything you do their watching you. If 
they have such a problem with what the 
students are doing, why don't they give us 
a fun alternative to what they consider is 
a violation. We live on a abandoned Fort
YOU PAWN YOUR CLOTHES TO AFFORD TEXT BOOKS.
COFFEE IS YOUR 
BEST FRIEND.
YOU THINK WEARING 
PAJAMAS TO CLASS 
IS OK.
YOU HAVE TO WATCH OUT FOR 
UNEXPLODED ORDINANCE 
ON YOUR WAY TO CLASS?© FRIED RICE PRODUCTIONS 98'
YOU BRING CAFETERIA 
FOOD AS your science 
PROJECT.
Sometimes the cartoon goes along 
with the Editorial, but not necessarily. 
The Notes from the Editor is written 
by the current Editor-In-Chief. It 
includes information and opinions in 
relation to the state of the Otter realm. 
Ask Thea is an advice column 
answered by one of the students on 
the Otter Realm staff. Thea by no 
means claims to be an expert and her 
answers do not reflect the views of 
Otter Realm. The column is for 
entertainment purposes only. When a 
question is asked that requires 
professional response, Thea will seek 
out advise from an expert before 
answering any questions of a serious 
nature.
The CSUMB community 
is welcome to participate 
and submit to the 
Editorial/Opinions Page. 
We welcome Guest 
Columns from people





that is as big as San Francisco. Not only 
that but, the two surrounding cities are 
ghettos. This is a new school with out a 
place to hang out. Even Monterey gets 
old after awhile. Monterey is a town for 
families and people over twenty-one. I 
think there needs to be something done 
instead of harassing the students. With 
out us they wouldn't have a job.
Fed Up, Rhiannon Gillespie
who are interested in sharing their 
opinion about a particular issue with 
the CSUMB community.
We also welcome “Letters to the 
Editor” from people who want to 
address an issue that has been 
brought up in the Otter Realm.
Letters to the Editor are also welcome 
for advice, criticism or what you would 
like to see continue in the Otter 
Realm.
We also encourage students to write 
to “Ask Thea” on First Class for 




Megan Wong on First 
Class or call the Otter 
Realm at 582-4347
Letter to the Editor-
send letters to Otter
Realm Editors on First 
Class or call the Otter 
Realm at 582-4347
Ask Thea-
send questions to Ask 
Thea on First Class
September 23, 1998
The lead story on page one should 
have read, US Army burns Fort Ord 
Vegetation to find unexploded Ordinance.
The story on page one, Student Voice 
Charges Into a New Year, was written by 
Ted Benbow.
The drawing accompanying part 1 of 
Kate's Adventures in Alaska on page six 
was missing the credit and the caption, it 
should have read: This sketch shows the
Special to the Otter Realm 
You ever notice how some businesses
will use God as an excuse to refuse service
on a product you purchased. I spent over 
$200 on a portable radio/cassette/cd play 
er four months ago. I bought the 
wonderful extended warranty that they so 
gleefully recommended me. Then after 
one month of owning the machine, the 
machine started to get moisture bubbles 
inside the glass parts. I took it back and 
asked if they could replace it. (I got a war­
ranty) They told me they could not replace 
it but they could repair it for a fee. I said, 
"A fee? What about my warranty?" They 
told me they do not cover repairs for prob 
lems due to acts of God. Okay, I won’t go 
into it this time. I take my boom box to 
Sacramento for the summer break. The 
heat raged as high as 102 degrees. The 
plastic on the box started to bubble up and 
curl. I took it to them again and said, 
"Hey, my box is melting. No one else’s 
box is melting and mine cost more. Can 
you fix it or replace it for me?" (Ha! I got 
a warranty) Sorry sir, we can not replace 
it but we can fix it for a fee the customer 
service clerk tells me. "A fee? What 
about my warranty?" Sorry sir, we can not 
fix problems that arise due to an act of 
God, I was told again. So if a person 
believes that God can do anything, why 
buy a warranty. I mean, if something hap­
pens, the businesses are just going to 
blame God. Maybe that’s just my cue to 
either shop at another store or stop buying 
warranties.
research vessel route. 1998 Kirsten 
Carlson.”
The end of the story on page seven, Here 
Today, Ghana Tomorrow was left out and 
is re-run in this issue on page four.
At the end of the story on page eight, 
Aids Walk: Have Fun Making a 
Difference, the number to find out more 
about MCAP and the AIDS Walk is 394- 
4747.
The photos for the story on page nine, 
Burningman Proves to be an Adventure, 
were taken by Megan Wong.
The volleyball photo, on page 10, should 
have been credited to Lake Sachtleben.
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Kate’s Adventures in Alaska
by Kate Thomas
edited by Mary Patyten
From mid-July through early-August of 
this year, ESSP student Kate Thomas took 
part in a scientific research cruise through 
the inside passage of Southeast Alaska, 
researching the feeding habits of Alaskan 
sea otters. For Kate, it was the trip of a 
lifetime, Their goal was to determine 
whether algae toxins stored in clam tissue 
altered the eating habits and distribution 
of the recovering otter population. This is 
Part Two of Kate’s journal, filled with her 
impressions and some of the challenges 
she faced as she continued her research in 
the Alaskan wilderness.
7-24-98 Excursion Inlet / Porpoise 
Island
We left the Alpha Helix by 6:30 am to do 
sea otter surveys. Laura Dippold, Stewart 
Lamerdin, Kathy Conlan and I circled all 
three islands near Porpoise Island, and 
found no otters. I don’t think Rikk was
see if sea otters had populated another 
area. Bill Head, Carrie, Kathy and I set out 
in the Red Rocket, a zodiac-type inflatable 
with a 55 horsepower motor. We had 
almost completed the survey when some­
thing made me look at the motor. I noticed 
that the engine-cooling stream of water 
that should have been coming out of the 
engine... wasn’t. We put the motor into 
neutral, and the stream of water started 
again. We sped up again, but then about 
fifteen minutes later we lost power! We 
tried over and over to start the engine, to 
no avail.
Bill opened the engine compartment and 
found it flooded with saltwater, pieces of 
the motor floating around. I got on the 
radio and tried to reach the Alpha Helix. 
No response. I tried for a good ten minutes. 
We only had a line-of-sight radio... and the 
boat was nowhere in sight! It was a 
strange feeling, with nothing in sight, 
unable to reach 
the boat, and the 
motor in pieces! 
Finally the Alpha 
Helix called back, 
but they could 
barely hear us, we 
were breaking up 
so bad.
Captain Bill could 
make out part of 
what I was saying, 
but not all of it. 
Finally, he said, 
"Red Rocket, if 
you are having 
problems say 
‘yes’." So, I said 
"yes". By this 
time Bill, Kathy 
and Carrie had 
reassembled the 
engine and we 
were moving, 
albeit very slowly. 
Finally, we picked 
up speed and 
rounded the point, 
where we could 
make clear and 
understandable 
radio contact with 
the boat. What an 
experience!
When we arrived 
back at the Alpha 
Helix, we found 
out that the Red 
Rocket’s engine 
was brand new! I 
couldn’t believe 
it.
When the divers 
returned, we mea­
sured clams and 
then shucked 
them. We also 
measured the
photo by Kate Thomas shells recovered 
from the bottom 
of the ocean, whose contents had already 
been eaten.
7-25-98 Rush Point / No Name Point
We were up at 5:20 (we take the early 
mornings for granted now). We’re usually 
done by 10 or 10:30 at night.
My group went back to No Name Point,
Elfin Cove’s buildings are connected 
by walkways built above the grass 
level.
really anticipating any, though. He had 
mentioned earlier that they haven’t moved 
into the area yet. We did, however, see tons 
of bald eagles.
After lunch on the Alpha Helix we 
switched to a faster boat, dubbed the "Red 
Rocket", so we could go farther away and
and Carrie’s group to Rush Point. This 
time we were on the beach for eleven 
hours. We were only prepared to stay until 
about 2 pm, but before we knew it, it was 
7:30 pm! It was difficult to keep everyone 
motivated, not to mention that looking 
through a spotting scope for that long is 
very hard on the eyes.
The only really good thing about sam­
pling for this long is that you become an 
expert at identifying the sea otter’s prey. 
This is good, because I did not know them 
at all, before! Today was very draining, 
mentally and physically.
7-26-98 Carolus Point / Elfin Cove
Today we were on the water again by 
6:30, and on our way to Carolus Point. 
Mike Castleton, Sheilanne and Elizabeth 
were again in my group. I think Mike and I 
observed one otter feeding, Sheilanne and 
Elizabeth observed one or two. Carrie’s 
group, however, had a lot more success at 
observing feedings. It gets to be a long day 
when you survey for five hours and have 
no feeding going on. We also had heavy 
mist - almost rain -and wind. It became 
very cold, very fast.
After observing, we went back out with 
the divers. Afterwards, aboard the Alpha 
Helix, we recorded our samples, took a 
brief nap, then steamed to Elfin Cove. I 
saw a humpback breach in the cove just as 
we arrived. No matter how many times I 
see this, it takes my breath away. It is so 
beautiful.
Eric Sandoval, Stewart and I were on a 
survey there when we came across a large 
male sea lion that had a rather large harem. 
Stewart started barking at them - their 
vocalization sound like a bark. Anyway, 
they all began watching us and sniffing. 
Then they all dove, and suddenly they 
were swimming underneath us! I think 
they were check in’ us out. As we started to 
leave the area, one female came swimming 
and leaping after us. And boy, did she 
swim fast!
After dinner we had the great pleasure of 
going into the town of Elfin Cove, popula­
tion 30, NO cars or streets, only boats. All 
buildings are connected by walkways that 
are built above the grass level. We had to 
be back to the Alpha Helix by 9:30, so we 
only had 20-30 minutes to spend in Elfin
View of a glacier just outside of Elfin Cove.
Cove.
7-27-98 Elfin Cove / Gustavus
I went out this morning on sea otter 
observations with Eric and Stewart in the 
big Whaler. We watched a raft of about 20 
otters from the boat, but there were no 
feeding events! So we sat there tied up to 
kelp, waiting. After awhile we drove 
around looking for some feeding otters, 
with no luck. I did get some great pictures 
of a glacier off in the distance.
We left Elfin Cove early because we got 
word that Kathy’s father had died sudden­
ly of a heart attack. We steamed to 
Gustavus so she could catch a plane home. 
Kathy had been videotaping the research 
cruise for the Discovery channel... we 
were all saddened by her loss, and will 
miss her.
Don’t miss Part Three of Kate’s 
Adventures in Alaska in the next issue of 
the Otter Realm!
photo by Bill Head
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Returning to the Alpha
Helix after a morning 
of surveying.
photo by: Bill Head
CSUMB Features
Sea Kayaking:
A Cure For the Crunch
When the brain drain of classes starts to 
get to you, consider lightening the load 
with two units worth of sea otters, sooty 
shearwaters, and waves made to ride.
A two unit sea kayaking class can negate
You don't have to be a diver to get into the 
kelp forest!
credit: photo by A. Helsel
Here Today, Ghana Tomorrow
By Troy Martin
On September 28 Amy Freitas, class of 
1998 CSUMB graduate, will leave for the 
tropical jungles of Ghana to begin a year of 
volunteer service as the first CSUMB 
alumnus to join the Peace Corps.
While in Ghana, Freitas will be using the 
Earth Systems Science and Policy (ESSP) 
degree she earned to work with local 
efforts in attempts at restoring the hurting 
rainforests of the country. Specifically, her 
time will be dedicated to turning this Peace 
Corps reforestation program over to the 
local government. "It’s how Peace Corps 
works" she explained to me.
This international 
program doesn't just 
randomly pick a
country and work for 
environmental or 
social causes. The
group [Peace Corps] 
only enters countries 
that ask for assistance.
This international program doesn’t just 
randomly pick a country and work for 
environmental or social causes. The group 
only enters countries that ask for assis­
tance. The local government then decides 
what aid is needed and the Peace Corps 
develops a program that is able to address 
their concerns. The goal is to create a pro­
gram that will eventually fall under local
at least two units worth of stress, and as 
CSUMB sea kayaking instructor Greg 
Meyer puts it, "Its not a dry subject..."
One of the fastest growing sports today, 
sea kayaking is fun, healthy, great exercise 
and more. Greg Meyer, naturalist and 
ACA certified sea kayaking instructor, 
first became interested in kayaking as a 
way of quietly accessing local water envi­
ronments to observe their inhabitants and 
take samples. Meyer has worked as a natu­
ralist for the state and Monterey Bay 
Aquarium, and as a freelance tour opera­
tor, taking people out on bird and whale 
watching trips. "Monterey Bay is an amaz­
ing place" he said, "and kayaking is a great 
way to experience it."
Depending on the time of year, a kayak­
er can expect to encounter sea otters, 
harbor seals, sea lions, pelicans, Caspian 
terns, dolphins, moon jellyfish, gray 
whales, murres, and countless other bay 
inhabitants. The stretch of ocean right in 
front of Monterey’s Cannery Row, for 
example, is crowded with marine mam­
mals, fish, algae and invertebrate.
Reaching into a kelp bed for a handful of 
the golden brown algae can result in sur­
prising encounters. Kelp crabs nestle in the 
frond, hiding from sea otters, a major 
predator. Other crustacean, mollusks and 
fish are among the inhabitants of the kelp
governance. This is where Amy Freitas 
believes she will fit in. However, she did 
point out that exactly what role she will 
take is yet unknown.
When Freitas arrives in Ghana, she will 
spend a short time in the capitol, 
Accra. From there, she will go 
through an intensive three part train­
ing, first in language, then in culture, 
and finally in technology. During this 
arduous training experience, Freitas’ 
instructors will be assessing her skills 
in various areas to see how she can 
best serve the Ghanaian rainforests.
She said she hopes to work with local 
children, teaching them the dangers 
of deforestation. In addition, she said 
she wants to create a way for local 
children to continue their education. 
Frequently, children are asked to 
leave school by their families.
Freitas, who transferred to CSUMB 
at its opening in 1995, expressed her 
appreciation of the benefits this cam­
pus offered her through its small class 
sizes and encouraging professors.
She often found instructors openly 
willing to give time and help her with 
her studies. Moreover, with such a 
small student body, each class was 
founded on the importance of con­
tributing to group learning. This skill,
above many others, is what she believes 
will assist her greatly while in Ghana.
Freitas is eagerly looking forward to 
using her degree in earth sciences for envi­
ronmental restoration. In fact, she chose to 
join the Peace Corps not only because she 
has wanted to since high school, but she 
also hopes to procure a position in the 
United Nation’s environmental branch 
some time in the future. The only fear Amy 
hinted at in journeying to Ghana was the
forest accessible to the curious sea kayak­
er. For paddlers seeking peace, drifting 
quietly amid the kelp beds as the sun slides 
toward the horizon can provide a dose of 
tranquillity.
Then there are the waves! In an area 
renowned for surfing, the kayak provides 
yet one more venue for this popular sport. 
Greg Meyer’s sea kayaking class, which 
costs students $50 (a bargain compared to 
non-university sea kayaking courses) cov­
ers a broad range of subjects, including 
surfing, navigation, safety and eskimo 
rolling. Greg is also working with Outdoor 
Programs Coordinator Robert Alexander 
to plan a number of kayaking trips which 
will be open to all university students.
CSUMB’s sea kayaking course gives 
students a unique opportunity to experi­
ence what Greg believes is one of the most 
comprehensive sea kayaking courses in 
the country. Graduates from the course 
have used their kayaking skills to work 
with local kayaking outfitters, assisting 
and leading tours of Monterey Bay and 
Elkhorn Slough.
Its also good to know that you don’t have 
to own a kayak to enjoy a kayaking experi­
ence - outfitters rent kayaks all around the 
bay, and often offer CSUMB students sub­
stantial discounts. For more information 
on the sea kayaking course and kayaking 
trips, e-mail or call Greg Meyer at (408) 
425-0390, or Robert Alexander at (831) 
582-4846.
program needing her to motivate people. 
"Motivating people is kinda my weakness, 
she said.
The legacy of Peace Corps alumni has 
strong roots in our campus. Twelve facul­
ty members have participated in this 
program. Freitas found their background 
particularly helpful and encouraging. So 
for all you aspiring Peace Corps volun­
teers, CSUMB’s Amy Freitas strongly 
encourages you to find out more about 
their invaluable aid and experience.
For information on the Peace Corps, go 






A few miles down the highway, among 
the trees, and just beyond the ocean, 
Carmel is kept tucked away. This is one of 
the best places on the peninsula for an out­
door day trip or an evening get away. 
Filled with warm, little cottages and an 
abundance of unique shops and restau­
rants, its inviting atmosphere is impossible 
not to enjoy.
At the end of a long school week, when 
the need to unwind and breathe deeply 
succumbs you, get out to where the air 
seems cleaner. Take a walk along Carmel 
beach, just off Ocean Avenue. If you get 
there in time for a sunset, you won’t be dis­
appointed. Colors that are caught here are 
close to indescribable. Then, when the last 
drop of daytime disappears, head back into 
the downtown area for an evening of 
enjoyment.
If you get there in time for a 
sunset, you won't be
disappointed.
At the comer of Santa Rita and Mountain 
View Streets, veering off of the main road, 
Ocean Ave., is a little theatre. Here, local 
acts perform and sing their hearts out 
under a star speckled sky. The Outdoor 
Forest Theatre is a unique place that can be 
enjoyable for almost anyone. The stage 
sits before rows of worn wooden benches, 
arranged in a semi-circle. There are two 
large fire pits that crackle out warmth. A 
cozy blanket and some good company can 
help keep you even warmer. Food and 
beverages, including alcohol, are wel­
come. Pack a picnic dinner and some 
drinking cups, grab a great spot, and settle 
in for a few hours of extraordinary enter­
tainment.
Currently showing there is the perfor­
mance of "Much Ado About Nothing", but 
the shows are continually changing. This 
play can be seen at 8 P.M. Fridays, 
Saturdays, and Sundays through October 
11. Students are admitted for only $10. 
That’s just a little more than the price of a 
movie, and if it’s been a while since 
you’ve enjoyed a live show, than it’s an 
experience worth getting reacquainted 
with. The performers here are able to uti­
lize the natural surroundings of trees and 
hills in order to bring the audience into the 
action. Subtle sets and impromptu props 
and stagehands create a casual, enjoyable 
atmosphere. One of the best assets of this 
live theatre may be the live orchestra that 
plays before the stage.
Overall, the members of the outdoor the­
atre put on a truly enjoyable performance, 
and the beautiful Carmel setting is enough 
to make the night complete. It’s a great 
way to relax and a chance to enjoy the 
crisp, fall evenings in a whole new way. 
Live performance is always refreshing and - 
often more exciting that you may expect. 
Treat yourself to a night out and feel how 
good a deep breath can be.
Tickets are available at the door before 
all performances. It is best to arrive early 
to get a good seat. For more information 
and upcoming shows, call the theater box 
office at 622-0100.
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Amy Freitas is the first CSUMB graduate to join 
the Peace Corps. File Photo
by Mary Patyten
CSUMB Sports
Otter Soccer Battles From Behind
by Brian Rutherford
Special to the Otter Realm
The drive between CSUMB and 
Simpson College (Redding, California) is 
seven hours long and boring as can be. 
Last year the Otter soccer team played 
Simpson once. They lost the game and 
spent the whole trip back frustrated that it 
wouldn’t be until next season that Otter 
Soccer could seek the revenge they so 
desired. Well, next season is here and the 
score is even.
In front of a supportive home crowd the 
Otters came from behind not once, not 
twice, but three times in a thrilling 6-4 vic­
tory. The feeling on the field was tense 
from the opening kickoff to the final whis­
tle.
The Otters struggled in the first half, bat­
tling not only their opponents but a viscous 
headwind as well. Simpson got on the 
board first with a goal in the 11th minute. 
The Otters answered back with two goals 
of their own within the next 15 minutes. 
The first CSUMB goal came on a break­
away by freshman forward Jose Perez, and 
the second by freshman forward Alex 
Zamora.
With the score 2-1, it became obvious to 
Simpson that this would be no walkover. 
Simpson countered the Otter rally with 
two more goals to send the half with a 3-2 
lead.
Coach Hector Uribe told the team at the 
half time that they "will not lose this game, 
not here, not today."
The Otters raised their intensity during 
the second half and played with more con­
fidence than Simpson. Zamora quickly 
scored his second goal on a beautiful shot 
from 25 yards out and tied the game at 3. 
However, Simpson regained their lead 
immediately following Zamora’s goal.
Down 3-4, the Otters took their game to 
another level. Simpson’s defense stiffened 
and the Otter offensive unit put away 3 
unanswered goals. Junior center midfield­
er Antonio Magana chipped the keeper for 
the first, Zamora added his third and Perez 
scored his second goal of the day to make 
the final score 6-4.
The Otters are tied for first in the 
California Pacific Conference with a 3-1 
league record. Zamora currently leads the 
league with 10 goals and 4 assists for a 
total of 24 points. He is also up for player 
of the week honors. Second in the league, 
also from CSUMB, is Jose Perez with 19 
points. The Otters play away against
Pacific Union Wednesday, September
30th.
photos by Kerri Conger
Go out and 
watch some 
Otter Soccer!
CSUMB Match Results 
(league only):
•9/16 vs. Menlo (away) W 
3-0
•9/19 vs. Notre Dame 
(home) L 1-6 
•9/23 vs. Cal. Maritime 
Academy (away) W 6-0 






Another season of 
digs, kills and aces
By Carli Young 
Special to the Otter Realm
photo by Lake Sachtleben
With a four and nine record overall, the 
CSUMB Women’s Volleyball team is off 
to a strong start this season.
The Otters are one and six in the 
California Pacific Conference and played 
strongly against fellow conference teams 
Pacific Union, Simpson, and Notre Dame 
Colleges. On October 2nd, the Otters face 
UC Santa Cruz in what has become a 
Battle of the Bay. The game is at home in 
the "Kelp Bed."
Led by returning players Colby 
Campbell, Kari Benard and Carli Young, 
Otter Volleyball is midway through anoth­
er exciting season of digs, kills and aces. 
New players Misty Sevaaetasi (an MPC 
transfer,) Chantel Touryan, Farah Hussain, 
Bernadette Jackson and Lydia Bustos give 
the Otters a mix of experience and heart 
that should prove hard to beat as the season 
progresses
Cross-Country Brings Solid 
Squad to CSUMB
Team developing tradition of commitment and dedication
Otter Realm
By Yi Mao
Special to the Otter Realm
Otter Cross-Country has already made a 
significant impact on the athletic program 
of CSUMB.
The sport has attracted a solid squad of 
athletes to compete this year. Already in 
its second season, the team is still focused 
on establishing a tradition of commitment 
and dedication that will last for years to 
come. The 1998-99 schedule pits the 
Otters against seasoned teams such as 
Pacific Union College, College of Notre 
Dame, Mills College, CSU Hayward,
Holy Names College and Dominican 
College.
Individualized training programs fit the 
needs of runners from all levels and Fort 
Ord’s mysterious trails make the daily 
training challenging and enjoyable. The 
new academic and athletic year holds 
promise for growth and excellence as 
both the men’s and women’s teams 
become increasingly competitive.
For more information or to get involved, 
please contact Coach Yi at 582-4725.
Susan H. Nisonger
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This month we would like to give a warm 
welcome to all the new Otter coaches. We 
have been lucky to gain such leadership and 
experience for Men’s and Women’s 




Burlison comes to CSUMB from a win­
ning program at Monterey Peninsula 
College where he not only led the team to 
state playoffs, but also had the majority of 
his team on the Academic Honor Roll. 
Burlison grew up on the peninsula and has 
also coached at Hartnell College as well as 
Palma and Seaside High Schools.
Name: Sharon Turner
Sport: Women’s Basketball
Although Sharon Turner has coached at 
Long Beach State, San Jose State and sever­
al Sacramento area high schools, it’s clear 
that basketball isn’t her only interest. She 
received her Bachelor’s in Psychology from 
San Jose State and before coming to 
CSUMB, worked as a family services coun­
selor.
photo by Kerri Conger
Name: C. Steven Kiel
Sport: Women’s Volleyball
Steven Kiel’s playing history began in the 
late 1950’s and he has been coaching vol­
leyball almost as long. His coaching career 
includes the University of Hawaii, 
University of San Francisco, and San 
Lorenzo and Santa Cruz High Schools. Kiel 
has also been active in the community, 
establishing volleyball programs for the 
Santa Cruz City and County Park 
Departments.
photo by Kerri Conger
Name: Alatini Saulala
Sport: Men’s Rugby
Alatini Saulala brings world-class playing 
experience to the Otter rugby program. He 
currently plays for the US National Team 
and has represented the USA in 14 games 
versus other countries. Saulala’s experience 
is world renowned, having played for Tonga 
in 90-91 before moving to the US. His 
coaching experience includes the San 
Mateo Rugby team.
If we missed your favorite CSUMB coach, 
don’t worry. ..we’ll be back next month with 






Students, Staff & Faculty discounts on take out and free delivery!!!!!!!
$2.00 off large with this coupon
Exp. 11/1/98
Trips & Tours
San Francisco Get Ac­
quainted Tour, Oct, 3, or Nov. 
14, $20
•"Phantom of the Opera", 
Curran Theater, Oct. 8, $55 
“Chicago”, Orphuem The­
ater, Oct, 9, $55 
LA Express Tour, Oct. 10-12, 
$189
Hearst Castle, Oct. 17, $35 
“Miss Saigon”, Orphuem 
Theater, Oct. 23, $60 
Magic Mountain Fright Fest, 
Oct. 24, $45
Winchester Mystery House 
Flash Light Tour, Oct. 31, $32 
Yosemite Fall Colors Tour, 
Nov. 7-8, $75
Local Wine Tour, Nov. 11, $20 
Disney Magic Tour, Nov. 27- 
29,$189
NHL SJ Sharks vs NY Rang­
ers, Nov. 21, TBA 
NFL, Oakland Raiders vs. 
Miami Dolphins, Dec. 6, $75 
The Outdoor Recreation Office 
will arrange private tour pack­
ages for anywhere in California, 
for g roups of eight or more. 
Call242-5506.
South Lake Tahoe 
Lodging
Discount hotel/motel lodging, 
condo and cabin rentals are avail­
able through Outdoor Recreation. 
Ask about holiday special rates.
Rental Equipment
Water Sports. Boats (Ocean &.
Lake), Camping. Vans. Skiing 
(Alpine, Cross Country, and 
Snowboards), Fishing, SCUBA,
Rollerblades. Bikes, Camping 
Trailers, and Buses
Power boats, and Kayaks 
available on the water at theCoast Guard Pier.
Ski The Best 
for Less!
Weekend Ski Trips
Adult $169/Teen $155 
Child $145
Dec. 4-6; 11-13; 18-20 
Jan. 8-10; 22-24; 29-31 
Feb. 5-7; 19-21; 26-28 
Mar. 5-7; 12-14:19-21 ;26-28
Holiday Ski Trips
Nov, 25-29
Adult $360/Teen $310/Child $300
Dec, 21-23




Adult $179/Teen $164/Child $155 
Dec. 29 - dan. 1 
Adutt$265/Teen$245/Chrld$235 
Dec. 38 - Jan. 1 
Adult$199/Teen$179/Child$169 
Jan. 15-18 & Feb. 12-15 
Adult $239/Teen $219/Child $199 
Holiday Weekend Trips










We will ski Sierra Ski Ranch, Alpine, 
Kirkwood, Heavenly Valley, Northstar, 
or Squaw Valley depending on the snow 
and road conditions. All trips include 
round trip transportation, hotel lodging 
(double occupancy), lift tickets and ski 
rental package. Snowboards and ski 
school are available for an additional 




Classes meet on 1st Saturday and Sun­
day of every month for 3 weeks. There 
may be an additional charge for pool 
fees. Mid week, advance, specialty 
and condensed courses during holi­
day weekends are also offered.
Surfing Fee:$40




Classes meet on the second and fourth 
Wednesday of every month at 6:30 p,m. 
You must attend this class prior to rent­
ing ODR boats.
Other Classes: Mountaineer­
ing. Backpacking, Sailboarding, 
Kayaking, Hang Gliding, Sky 
Diving and Orientering
Speciality Programs
Charter Bus Service 
Hotel Bookings, RV Storage.
Unit or Group Tours
Discount Tickets
California Ski Resorts 
Local Movie Theaters 
Monterey Bay Aquarium
Disneyland
Great America & Much More!
ODR Satelite Office 
Stilwell Community 
Center
Bldg. 4260, POM 
Annex, 242-6155
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Outdoor Recreation
242-5506/6133
Bldg. 228, Lewis Hall, Presidio of Monterey MWRMorale Welfare Recreation
CSUMB Community
The National Steinbeck Center Opens
By James Thomas Green
"I think that I would like to write the 
story of this whole valley, of all the little 
towns and all the farms and ranches in the 
wilder hills. I can see how I would like to 
do it, so that it would be the valley of the 
world."
John Steinbeck, in Salinas writing to a 
friend, 1933.
Even a Salinas Native might not think of 
Salinas as a potential tourist attraction, but 
that is precisely what some hope the new 
National Steinbeck Center will do for 
Salinas. Since it’s grad opening in June, 
over 25,000 visitors have already made the
"Cannery Row in 
Monterey in California 
is a poem, a stink, a 
grating noise, a quality 
of light, a tone, a habit, 
a nostalgia, a dream." 
John Steinbeck, “Cannery Row”
pilgrimages to the Steinbeck Center.
The National Steinbeck Center is located 
on the former site of the Hotel Caminos in 
Old town Salinas at One Main Street, two 
blocks from the house where Steinbeck 
was bom. The Salinas Public Transit Bus 
Terminal is across the street from the 
Steinbeck Center for easy access from 
Monterey-Salinas Transit Buses. It is open 
seven days a week from 10:00 am to 5:00 
p.m. Admission is $7.00 for adults, $6.00 
for Students with ID and seniors (over 62), 
$4.00 for children 11-17 and free for chil­
dren 10 and under, and free to members. 
The weekly Salinas Farmer’s Market is 
held on the 100 block of Main Street by the 
Center every Wednesday from 3 to 7 p.m.
It is impossible to tell the story of the 
National Steinbeck Center without telling 
the story of John Steinbeck. The National 
Steinbeck Center is a tribute, nay; it is a 
shrine to John Steinbeck, a Salinas native 
and Nobel Prize winning writer.
Steinbeck was bom in Salinas and he 
was the President of the 1919 class of 
Salinas High School. Steinbeck attended 
Stanford University off and on for several 
years, but never graduated. He later 
moved to Pacific Grove where he did 
much of his research for his novels Tortilla 
Flat and Cannery Roy. Later he moved to 
New York, but his heart remained in 
Salinas.
The Center is not a very large building, 
but it’s informationally dense with walk­
through multi-sensory interactive exhibits 
based on scenes from Steinbeck’s life and 
works. Vintage turn-of-the-century pic­
tures of downtown Salinas hang that are 
still recognizable to a modern Salinas 
Native. Posters of the many movies made 
from Steinbeck’s books decorate the walls 
everywhere.
The prize exhibit in the center is 
Steinbeck’s 1960 GMC pick-up/camper he 
named "Rocinante" after the Don 
Quixote’s horse. An attached and ever 
changing exhibit gallery accommodates a
wide variety of art and cultural exhibitions 
and events. The Steinbeck Center is not a 
place one can go through quickly. Rushing 
through the Steinbeck Center would be 
like gulping fine chocolate without paus­
ing to savor the subtle flavors.
As one proceeds through the museum, 
one is engulfed by both Steinbeck the man 
and his writing.
As Steinbeck wrote in “Cannery Row,” 
"Cannery Row in Monterey in California 
is a poem, a stink, a grating noise, a quali­
ty of light, a tone, a habit, a nostalgia, a 
dream."
As a person walks through the museum, 
one can almost smell the formaldehyde 
tang of Doc Rickets lab and the fishy stink 
of Old Cannery Row. The tragedy is felt 
as George is finally forced to finally deal 
with Lenny in "Of Mice and Men.” Anger 
and sympathy are tom out at the dehuman­
ization of workers by the field-bosses in 
"The Grapes of Wrath."
Steinbeck’s writing covered a wide spec­
trum of issues both as fiction and 
non-fiction - and it was sometimes diffi­
cult to know where fiction ended and 
non-fiction began. Much of Steinbeck’s 
work is drawn from his life. Many of the 
characters in his fiction were very close to 
their real-life counterparts. He drew from 
his life as a ditch digger and field worker. 
He was a direct witness in the 1930s to the 
mistreatment of the thousands of refugees 
fleeing dust bowl and depression to settle 
east of Salinas in what was known then as 
Little Oklahoma and now as Alisal.
He became a war correspondent during 
World War II and traveled extensively 
throughout Europe. He did intensive 
research for his writing such as reviewing 
old books and newspapers, traveling to get 
a first hand impression, and speaking 
directly to people to learn how they lived 
and thought.
"I’m trying to write history while it’s 
happening and I don’t want to be wrong," 
Steinbeck once said.
His first novels attracted little attention 
and were poorly received by the literary 
world. Tortilla Flat (1935) marked the 
turning point in Steinbeck's literary career. 
It received the California Commonwealth 
Club's Gold Medal for best novel by a 
California author. Tortilla Flat was later 
butchered in a movie which was filled with 
ethnically stereotypical characters.
The Grapes of Wrath (1939) won the 
Pulitzer Prize. John Steinbeck was 
awarded the Nobel Prize for 
Literature in 1962.
In addition to the museum, the 
Steinbeck Center is also the location 
of lectures and art exhibits. The cur­
rent exhibit is entitled "El Arte de 
México: Tres-Aspectos de
Tradición." This exhibit includes, 
among others, works of art by 
Mexican masters such as Rivera, 
Orozco, and Siqueiros, who were 
contemporaries of Steinbeck, and 
shared similar social concerns.
According to a statement by 
Museum Directory Patricia Leach,
"John Steinbeck had a deep interest 
in Mexico, having traveled there 
many times, researching and writing 
several novels about the country
including "Viva Zapatista!" The Sea of 
Cortez, and The Pearl, which was illustrat­
ed with wood cuts by the famed Mexican 
artist Jose Clemente Orozco in 1947.
The attached bookstore does a brisk 
business in Steinbeck books and memora­
bilia.
"According to Viking/Penguin, the 
Steinbeck Center sells more Steinbeck 
books than any other chain nationwide, 
including Barnes and Noble!" said Store 
Manager, Sue Gametxo.
Steinbeck’s work has often been very 
controversial. Many in Salinas felt that 
Steinbeck was spreading
Salinas’ dirty laundry 
and giving the region a 
bad name. In addition,
Steinbeck was
denounced as a subver­
sive spreading "red 
propaganda" by right- 
wing activists like FBI 
director J. Edgar Hoover 
and Father A. D.
Spearman. First Lady 
Eleanor Roosevelt 
simultaneously praised 
him for accurately repre­
senting the conditions of 
the Great Depression.
Dolores Badham,
President of the 
Steinbeck center, illus­
trates one aspect of how 
local people once felt 
about Steinbeck. Her 
daughter took a copy of 
Steinbeck’s "Travels 
with Charlie" to school.
This book is a true-life
story of a cross-country trip Steinbeck 
took in a camper he named Rocinante 
with his poodle Charlie. A school official 
saw her reading the book and simply saw 
that it was a Steinbeck book.
Knowing nothing else about the book 
except that Steinbeck was the author, the 
official seized the book and called the 
parents into a meeting where it was said 
that if their daughter ever brought such 
trash to school again, she’d be immedi­
ately expelled.
Throughout his life John Steinbeck 
remained a private person who shunned 
publicity, so what would he have thought
about the museum in his honor?
Because Steinbeck was very shy, some 
say he’d be shocked, but down in his heart 
he’d be pleased to see his work get such 
recognition. Perhaps the best summary of 
the Steinbeck Center comes from Dick 
Hayman, a teacher of Steinbeck in local 
High Schools and Colleges.
"He’s finally home," said Hayman. John 
Steinbeck might agree. Several days 
before he died in 1968, he said "no man 
should be buried in alien soil."
For more information, call (831)796- 
3833 or visit www.steinbeck.org.
Above: John Steinbeck once 
said. "I'm trying to write history 
while it's happening and I don't 
want to be wrong.”
Below: The new Steinbeck
Center File Photos
The Author of this article is a Salinas 
native, bom in the Salinas Valley 
Memorial Hospital, which his Arkie 
father helped build in the 1950s and still 
lives in "Little Oklahoma, ” now more gen­
erally know as the Alisal district of East 
Salinas.
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CSUMB News
"LoVeLiNe"
Join Adam Carolla & Dr. Drew week nights at 10 pm for one of the most 
popular & unique call-in radio talk shows about love, Sex and Relationships,
103.9 The Eagle
Classic Rock & Roll (KISE-FM)
Graduate
School:
Cont. from front page
is required for the program you desire to 
study and obtain your degree in.
Katrina Cope is the Career Development 
Specialist for CSUMB and she is a very 
helpful and reliable source. She works in 
the CDC and can be contacted at 582- 
3616. Also, there is an upcoming Grad 
School Fair at this university in the process 
of being planned.
If further information is needed or per­
sonally owning some preparation books is
desired, there are several bookstores in the 
area that have many resources.
Borders in Sand City has an entire sec­
tion on testing and Graduate programs. 
Cracking the GRE by the Princeton 
Review has full length sample tests and a 
CDROM for $29.95. The GRE Prep 
Course by Jeff Dolby also has some tests 
in subject areas and software for $19.95.
For information on the CBEST, a good 
book is Barron’s CBEST for $13.95. It 
offers sample exams and subject reviews.
For a comprehensive collection of GRE 
facts log on to the website at 
http://www.gre.org or for general 
inquiries, call 1-609-771-7670.
Childcare:
cont. from front page
She felt the care given was not adequate 
for her son.
Christin Strang’s daughter currently 
attends the day care center.
Strang noted, "...for the most part, I’ve 
been very pleased with the care my daugh­
ter has received from the center. She has 
had wonderful teachers/caregivers that 
have gone beyond the call of duty in their 
care of my child."
Strang doesn’t feel the center will be 
closing anytime soon but commented, 
"from what I understand, CSI is consider­
ing not renewing the contract with 
CSUMB. Although this will definitely 
impact our center, I believe that all parents 
are interested in finding an alternative 
solution to keeping the center running."
Lynn Chase, whose daughter is 13 
months old, opted to take her child out of 
the day care center because, "I don’t sup­
port Jean Miner or her company’s 
philosophy on the way they conduct their 
child care."
Chase was on the CSI Policy Council 
until recently. She was unhappy with the 
way business was conducted. For exam­
ple, she indicated that people involved 
with the center were hired, fired and trans­
ferred without a discussion with the Policy 
Council.
Chase added, "Cara is the best thing the 
center has going for them.. .Cara has been 
very good with my daughter."
Perhaps an individual who is closest to 
the children is Cara, an associate teacher.
Cara said, in response to whether or not 
CSI serves the children’s best interest, "the 
philosophy: yes, being an employee: no. 
Being an employee, my concerns are heard 
but aren’t met which affects the children I 
work with. There has been frequent staff 
turnover as well as insufficient staffing at 
this college as well as other centers. The 
early headstart philosophy is to have a 
consistent caregiver of children from birth 
to three-years-old."
The number of children Cara cares for on 
a given day is becoming difficult.
"I care for three children each day. At the 
frequent absence of the site supervisor, I 
take care of her two children as well, 
which often leaves me with 5 (children) 
everyday.. .it’s just too much."
Feeling that politics plays a role in the 
operation of CSI, Cara stated, "for starters, 
being my supervisor as well as her super­
visor and that of the administration, it’s 
been difficult to work under these circum­
stances. Without the comfort of my 
personal validation, I feel it’s affecting my 
performance with the children."
According to Cara, she’s there for the 
children.
She added, "I feel strongly about having 
the facility there for the students of 
CSUMB. I don’t represent the views of
the company I work for."
Miner said she believes the most impor­
tant thing is to "constantly reiterate this 
advice to parents: in addition to consider­
ing convenience of location and cost, 
parents need to ensure that the values and 
standards of caregivers are consistent with 
those of the family so that it’s in the best 
interest of children to have parents and 
caregivers who share a mutual trust and 
respect. The childcare program has to be a 
partnership between parent and provider."
Miner said she believes that making the 
center run smoothly begins with a needs 
assessment. During a meeting with par­
ents, she offered such advice as possibly 
setting up a parent co-op whereby they 
(parents) appoint one coordinator who is 
charged with organizing a schedule that 
ensures care is provided when needed. 
Miner acknowledged that the "needs are 
diverse." Some parents only need care 
part-time.
Mary Littlefield noted that "one’s 
child.. .has to be put in for at least six and a 
half hours a day."
Miner noted the reason for the require­
ment is because full-time students have a 
priority. The rationale, she said, is because 
the service is offered free of charge or for a 
very little fee, based on income. Because 
childcare is so expensive, Miner stated that 
full-time students have a difficult time 
paying a large childcare bill. That’s the 
main reason, she said, for the priority.
Part-time service is available if the 
"staffing pattern" is sufficient. According 
to the State of California, the amount of 
center-based care is $40.17 per day for 
children 0-18 months, $33.08 per day for 
children 18-36 months and $23.63 per day 
for children 3-5 years old.
Sherice Weaver-Youngblood, another 
parent, said she feels the big problem is 
that CSUMB and CSI have no open dialog 
and this is leading to the miscommunica­
tion of information to the parents.
Putting it into perspective, Weaver- 
Youngblood asserted, "the real story here 
is the children." Her four-month-old son is 
currently attending the day care center.
Jean Miner said the children are involved 
in a "routine structure" on a daily basis. In 
the morning, after the children arrive, they 
have a time for hand washing, breakfast, 
and tooth brushing. After that, the children 
are able to self-select from six or seven 
activities including finger plays, stories, 
movement to music, vocal music, arts and 
crafts, and role-playing.
Miner claimed the state-mandated ratio 
of 1 to 3 is maintained for children from 
birth-18 months, 1 to 4 for toddlers and 1 
to 8 for preschoolers.
November 15th is when the current con­
tract with CSUMB is up for renewal. At 
this time, it is unclear if the contract will be 
renewed or not. Miner suggested that par­
ents continue to be involved to ensure 
some sort of day care is provided.
The day care center is open Monday 
through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.














Photo by James Green
Ryan Rutenschroer makes changes in CSUMB's entry in the 
Carmel Beach Sand Castle Building Contest. It is a mandala. 
Mandala means center, circumference or sacred circle in Sanskrit. 
As with most mandala, this one is circular, symmetrical and 
abstract. The circle symbolizes totality of self and life and how any 
change affects the whole. Swiss psychiatrist Carl Jung regarded 
mandala as images of the soul, the center of the total personality. He 
suggested that mandala reflect the natural urge to live out our poten­
tial, it reminds us that when change occurs in part of our soul, all of 
our life is affected. Abstraction indicates activities of soul ana spir­
it, not physical-literal activity.
Main Lines: 582-4347, 582-4348 Fax: 582-4349 Circulation: 3,000
10/5-9 Mon-Fri Alcohol Awareness Week
10/7 Wednesday MADD Presentation: Fatal Visions
Main Quad,12 p.m.
10/7 Wednesday Building Success Beyond the Classroom: Goal Setting 
Building 44,6-8 p.m.
10/9 Friday Dance for Cause (Sponsored by S.A.F.E.S.) BBC 9p.m.
10/11 Sunday Utah Greek Theater Festival, Sponsored by U.C.S.C.
“The Women of Trachis” by Sophocles, 2 p.m.
Martin Wollesen (831)459-3861
10/12 Monday A.S. of Hartnell Presents Edward James Olmos
Sherwood Hall, Hartnell College, 7 p.m.
Irene Rasmussen 755-6825
10/15-11/15 Flu Vaccinations
10/16 Friday A.S. of Hartnell Presents “The Last Angry Brown Hat” 
Steinbeck Hall, Hartnell College, 7:30 p.m.
Irene Rasmussen 755-6825
10/17 Saturday Kronos Quarete 25th Anniversary Celebration
UC Santa Cruz, 8 p.m. Martin Wollesen (831) 459-3861
10/19 Monday Hartnell College Foundation Presents Dr. J.M. Belcher 
"An Education mosaic Shaping Our World"
Performing Arts Building, Rm. 125 7 p.m. 755-6810
10/20
nm
Tuesday Peace Corps Information meeting
Monterey Institute of International Studies
Career Development Office, Conference Room, 12:15-1:30
pill
10/21 Wednesday Peace Corps Information meeting
Career Development Center, Building 44,1p.m.
10/21 Wednesday Building Success Beyond the Classroom: Leading Effective 
Meetings. Building 44,6-8 p.m.
10/22 Thursday Multicultural Club Event: Phillipino History Month
BBC, 8 p.m.
10/23 Friday Back Campus Hike. Building 93,1-4 p.m.
10/28 Wednesday Graduate and Professional School Day, TBA, 12-2 p.m.
10/29 Thursday Blood Donor Drive, Sponsored by CHOMP Mobile Unit 
and Red Cross
MARKET ASSISTANT
Old Monterey Market Place
Tuesdays 2:30 to 8pm. Work 
assisting vendor placement, 
collections & accounting. 
Mature. $50 per week. 
Send resume to: 
OMBA, 321 Alvarado St,#G 
Monterey; CA 93940 




could be seen by 








The LUTHERAN Churches Invite You!
Carmel Valley: St. Philip’s Lutheran Church (831) 624-6765
8065 Carmel Valley Rd (4 m. east of Hwy 1) The Rev. Roy Blumhorst
9:00-Family Education Hour 10:00-Worshlp
Marina: Epiphany Church-Lutheran Episcopal (831)384-6323
425 Carmel (corner of California St) Jon Perez, Chaplain
11:00-Worshlp
Monterey: Bethlehem Lutheran Church (831)373-1523
800 Cass St (Between El Dorado and Hartnell) Pastor Arnold Steinbeck
8:00 & 10:30 Worship 9:15 Sunday School
Monterey: St. Timothy Lutheran Church (831) 375-2042
52 Soledad Drive The Rev. Elli Kimbauer, Psy.D.
8:30- Traditional Worship 10:00- Contemporary Praise Service
Salinas: Iglesia Lutherana El Buen Pastor (831) 424-2935
817 Beech St. (East of N. Sanborn) Pastor Rueben Escobar
10:00 - Sunday School 11:00 - Sun. Worship 7:00 - Wednesday Worship
Salinas: Lutheran Church of the Good Sheperd (831)424-5643
580 Larkin St. (East of Davis Rd) Pastor Wendell Brown
8:30 & 11:00- Worship 9:45 Sunday School
Salinas: Lutheran Church of Our Savior (831)422-6352
1230 Luther Way (at Blanco Rd.) The Rev. James Sorenson
8:30- Informal 10:30-Traditional Worship 9:45 Sunday School
Salinas: St. Ansgar’s Lutheran Church (831) 758-8427
72 E. San Joaquin (1 block east of S. Main) Herb Hoff, Pastor
8:00 & 10:30 - Worship w/Holy Communion 9:15-Christian Ed.
Seaside: Faith Lutheran Church (831)394-1312
1460 Hilby Ave. Anton Prange, Pastor and Campus Contact
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